
Dear Representative Luxenberg, Senator Moore, and members of the Housing Committee:  
 
My name is Mary Sherwin. I am a resident of Hartford, CT and a member of SEIU as well 
as GHIAA, and the Unitarian Society of Hartford.  
 
I am testifying in support of a rent cap and in support of HB 6588, with changes to better 
protect tenants. Everyone needs a safe and stable place to live–and a community where they 
can put down roots.  That’s how we build prosperous, stable families and communities and 
a thriving state.  In a state as wealthy as Connecticut, we could be leaders in ensuring that 
everyone can afford a stable, healthy place to live.   

Instead, rent has skyrocketed across Connecticut, increasing an average of 20% over the last two 
years, (and even higher in some communities). Meanwhile wages haven’t kept up.  Making 
matters worse, the number of “no fault” evictions has also increased, meaning tenants are losing 
their homes even when a landlord doesn’t claim they did anything wrong.  

Unfortunately, the current bill would not benefit renters. But it doesn’t have to be this way. We 
are advocating for an annual 2.5% cap on rent increases, (including between tenants), and 
expanded eviction protections that would prohibit landlords from evicting tenants without 
cause, just because a lease is up, or because they can.  This cap will keep rent affordable, 
keep pace with wages, and keep people housed. It will allow us to put down roots in our 
communities, and allow us to breathe.   

Renters deserve stability, safety, prosperity, and the chance to put down roots and build a future 
in our state—the same kind of predictability homeowners enjoy when they have a mortgage.  

California, Oregon, and more than 200 municipalities have some form of rent stabilization. Four 
states protect tenants from no-fault evictions, meaning landlords need a reason to tell a tenant to 
move out. It’s time for Connecticut to pass a rent cap and end no-fault evictions, to protect our 
right to safe, dignified housing conditions and ensure we can put down roots with predictable 
rent increases and security in our homes.   

 
In conclusion, I strongly support a rent cap, but HB 6588 would be stronger with the 
following changes:  

• The cap should be lower–I suggest 2.5 or 3%. This tracks pre-pandemic average 
rent increases and would be affordable and predictable to tenants.  

• It should cover apartments in between tenants so landlords can’t push out tenants 
to increase the rent. 

• It should expand good cause eviction protections to cover all tenants so they have 
greater stability in their homes.  

Sincerely,  
 

Mary Sherwin, Hartford CT 



 
 
 


